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middle Portugal. The marches were long and arduous,
the fighting frequent and fierce. The famous Light
Division, with its still more famous first brigade,
covered the retirement In this brigade the three
brothers came again together. In July Crawford fought
his ill-judged action on the Coa, and the Napiers were
all in the thick of that hard-contested fray. It was
Charles who carried the order to his brother George's
regiment, the Fifty-Second, to fall back across the bridge
when the French cavalry were swarming through the
Val de Mula. William Napier's company of the Forty-
Third was the last to pass the river, and it-was here
that he was wounded. This fight at the Coa was the first
battle fought by this famous brigade, Moore's chosen
corps. Four years earlier he had shaped them into
soldier form at Shorncliffe Camp, for his quick percep-
tion had early caught the fact that it was only by a most
thorough system of field-drill the power of the French
arms could be successfully resisted; and truly did William
Napier realise on the Coa the debt his brigade owed to
Sir John Moore. " The fight on the Coa," he writes,
" was a fierce and obstinate combat for existence with
the Light Division, and only Moore's regiments could,
with so little experience, have extricated themselves
from the danger into which they were so recklessly
cast, for Crawford's demon of folly was strong that
day. Their matchless discipline was their protection 3
a phantom hero from Corunna saved them 1"

In the heat of this action Charles Napier performed
a very gallant -action which finds only briefest record in
his journal, while whole pages are given to noting " for
my own teaching" the errors of the general officer